[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]& UnitingCared





Date:    25th May 2005



  Ref No.   0805

Indicators show Aboriginal Need Highest Priority

UnitingCare Wesley welcomes the release today of the Viva-SA Indicators of South Australia report and congratulates Viva-SA on the report.

“The issue that stands out for us is the situation of Aboriginal people in this State” said Rev Dr Murray Muirhead, Minister of UnitingCare Wesley Adelaide.  Key indicators from the report tell us:

· indigenous life expectancy, was about 29 years less for males

and 33 yeas less for females than the life expectancy for non-indigenous South Australians in 2003.

· South Australia has the longest jail terms for aboriginal prisoners of any Australian State with 43% serving sentences of 5 years or more, this is 60% greater than the national rate.

· The proportion of Aboriginal babies born at low birth weights (less that 2500 grams) is more than double the rate for indigenous communities in USA, Canada and New Zealand (15.3% of births for Aboriginal babies compared to 5.3% in Canada, 6.4% for American Indian communities and 7.3% for New Zealand Maori.)

“These figures show that Aboriginal people are the most disadvantaged people in the State and are being excluded from services and levels of community participation that the rest of us take for granted,” explained Rev Muirhead.

The figures are challenging: median age at death for Aboriginal males was 48.8 years in 2003 (latest data), a drop of 2.2 years from 2001, while Aboriginal women in SA in 2003 faced a median age of death of 50 years, a drop  of 5.5 years since 2001.  Life expectancy for the rest of us increases steadily over time, median age at death being 77.7 years for males and 83.2 years for females in 2003.  This means that Aboriginal women in South Australia can expect to live 33.2 years less than their non-indigenous sisters.

“With Reconciliation Week coming up next week, the time is right for every section of the SA community to take a little time to better understand the richness of Aboriginal cultures and to commit to action to deal with the basic health and exclusion problems confronting aboriginal communities,” added Rev Muirhead.
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